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The Bioinformatics Open Source Conference (BOSC) is a yearly meeting organized by the Open Bioinformatics Foundation (OBF), a non-profit group dedicated to promoting the practice and philosophy of Open Source software development and Open Science within the biological research community. BOSC has been run since 2000 as a two-day Special Interest Group (SIG) before the annual . The ( ISMB conference 17th annual BOSC ) took place in Orlando, Florida in http://www.open-bio.org/wiki/BOSC_2016 July 2016. As in previous years, the conference was preceded by a two-day collaborative coding event open to the bioinformatics community. The city hosting the conference this year, Orlando, was in the news recently for a tragic mass shooting at the Pulse nightclub, a popular spot for the local LGBTQ community. The BOSC organizers, led by Mónica Muñoz-Torres, acknowledged and paid tribute to the victims of that massacre, both explicitly (at the beginning and end of the meeting) and implicitly with a new rainbow-striped version of our familiar pear logo. Dr. Muñoz-Torres also organized a BOF on activism in the professional world (see http://www.open-bio. org/bosc2016/MMT-Intro-Summary-BoF-BOSC2016.pdf), which identified ways to help the Pulse victims' families and to make BOSC and other meetings more accessible and welcoming to a wide and inclusive community.
Panel
In recent years, BOSC has included a panel discussion that offers its attendees the chance to engage in conversation with the panelists and each other on a subject that presents a contemporary and cross- 
Questions addressed to the panel included:
• Why invest in community development?
• How can a project build bridges between communities but still maintain its identity and ownership?
• What is the value of empathy in the community building process?
• How best to recognize contributions from community members?
• What is the best strategy for dissemination and growth?
• When is a project large enough to recruit people focused on community development?
The perspectives voiced by panel members highlighted issues that tend to receive less attention but that can affect the sustainability of an open source community, such as the importance of having a clearly articulated mission; recognizing and even rewarding contributions (e.g., with contributor badges); and providing newcomers with low-barrier opportunities to join (e.g., by paying attention to novice-friendly documentation, and by splitting up larger codebases 
